New Educational Approaches

E-1SSN: 2423-6780

Vol. 19, Issue 2, No.40, Autumn and Winter 2024, P:107-136
Received: 30/05/2024  Accepted: 30/10/2024

New Educational Approaches

Research Article

Analyzing and explaining the reflective teacher approach and its role in
improving curriculum knowledge: Developing an educational discourse at
Farhangian University
Reza Masouminejad® "* : Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Farhangian

University, Tehran, Iran.
r.masouminejad@cfu.ac.ir

Abstract

The present research was conducted with the aim of identifying and explaining the indicators
of reflective teacher approach and the role of these components in the development of
curriculum knowledge. The qualitative research approach was thematic analysis with
comparative analysis. The participants were student-teachers in which data was collected
through semi-structured interviews (individual and group).The researcher's self-review
method, rich description of the data was used to determine the validity of the data, and the
parallel analysis method and the systematic process in recording and writing the data were
used to determine the reliability. The obtained data were analyzed through thematic network
analysis of Etride-Sterling (2001). The findings of this research include 9 overarching themes,
24 organizing themes and 171 primary themes and include the categories of metacognition,
educational spontaneity, self-directedness, problem-oriented, educational self-actualization,
abstract structuring, mindfulness, educational self-determination and attitude development in
which curriculum knowledge It is based on the nature of the teacher's personalization and is
organized and implemented under the influence of their thinking process. The results show
that in order to develop the skills of student-teachers, Farhangian University emphasized the
reflection approach as a factor to improve activities and provide the conditions for improving
process-oriented educational experiences in the educational system.
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Introduction

Teachers and their skills are considered as the main focus of improving the quality of the
education process, and paying attention to their performance provides the conditions for
improving and facilitating sustainable school learning. But most of the teachers, when faced
with educational issues and events, examine these issues superficially and provide temporary
solutions, and insisting on repeatedly using this process and getting used to the existing
conditions puts teachers in a position to resist these changes. In fact, thinking about
educational problems in order to understand its characteristics and dimensions as a strategy to
correct the existing situation requires the use of a reflective approach and accepting the nature
of the teacher as an active implementer of thought in the curriculum. In fact, reflective activity
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allows teachers to take a moment to examine their past teaching experiences and through the
tools of self-observation, self-analysis and self-evaluation, identify individual experiences and
discover the truth about themselves and improve their professional life (Suphasri & Chinokul,
2021). In the current research, the answers to the questions that can define the role of new
teachers with a reflective approach and shape the nature of the reflective teacher's relationship
with the curriculum in a favorable way have been proposed. These questions are: 1- What
components does a reflective teacher include in order to form an educational discourse in
Farhangian University? 2- What is the role of the reflective teacher's approach in the
formation of the relationship between the teacher and the curriculum?

Methodology

In this research, the method of thematic analysis along with comparative analysis were
used to understand the nature of the (reflective) thoughtful teacher. The participants were
studen-teachers of Farhangian University, 14 of whom were admiestered semi-structured
interviews using purposive sampling. The process of interviewing students-teachers was both
individually and in groups. First, the students expressed their personal views on the
application of reflection in the teaching profession and in the direction of contemplate and
thinking deeply about educational phenomena. Then, in the framework of groups of 4 or 5
people and common consensus, the indicators that can lead to the formation of reflective
teachers in education and its effectiveness on curriculum knowledge were determined. The
process of asking the interview questions had an argumentative nature, so that first, general
questions about the research topic were asked, and then more detailed and accurate questions
were asked according to the interview process. In the data analysis stage, the relationship
between the components of reflective teacher and their role in the formation of curriculum
identity was determined. For the validity of qualitative data, techniques such as researcher
self-review and the method of obtaining parallel information were used, and for the
transferability of research findings, rich description of data was used.

Findings

Findings of this research include 9 overarching themes, 27 organizing themes and 170
primary themes including categories of metacognition, educational spontaneity, self-
directedness, problem-oriented, educational self-actualization, abstract structuring,
mindfulness, educational self-determination and attitude development, in which the
components of reflective teacher act in a meaningful interactions in order to form and
improve the reflection process in the educational activities of teachers. Also, in the teacher's
approach, the curriculum is a reflective phenomenon that the teacher defines. The teacher, in
the role of curriculum content designer, mtervine his mental ideas in its conceptual formation.
In other words, the curriculum is the mentalities, and individual thoughts of teachers who are
trying to convey it meaningfully with a new structure to the students. Therefore, the
curriculum identity is overshadowed by the mental experiences and personal creativity of the
teachers, and the implemention of course materials is made according to the cognitive
motivations and analytical ability of the teachers. Therefore, the relationship between the
reflective teacher and the curriculum is a two-way relationship in wich the quality of
interactions between teachers' reflection and the curriculum has an evolutionary process that
leads to the improvement and greater efficiency of the quality of teachers' performance in the
curriculum.
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Discussion and conclusion

Thoughtful actions of teachers are considered as a platform for providing transparency to
the process of educational life and genuine awareness of the events and phenomena governing
them, which tries to define how to implement curricula from a new angle. These features
include:

Controlling cognitive information and getting feedback from them in order to upgrade the
cycle of correction and improvement of educational awareness that leads to the creation of
thoughtful actions of teachers in the process of implementing educational content.

Resolving the intellectual ambiguities of teachers with regard to reflection and deep
thinking that puts them in a cognitively enjoyable situation which leads to understanding new
perspectives and revealing the hidden angles of educational issues.

Personal conceptualizations which promote teachers' explanatory power in facing
challenges and form cognitive and logical analysis of educational subjects with the purpose of
transformation and enrichment of intellectual content.

The careful examination and study of educational subjects develops the challenging
mindset of teachers and makes their intellectual performance critical in educational situations
that seek to identify existing obstacles.

Providing educational capabilities provides the conditions to accelerate thinking in the
field of education and creates a mutual interactive cycle between input, process and output
within the framework of individual activities.

The integrated understanding of teachers determines their reactions in creating a holistic
conceptualization and creating thought patterns with specific thinking methods.

Mental preparation and multi-facets mastery of intellectual elements leads to the
interaction between abstract concepts and their understanding, so that none of the influential
factors in the process of deep thinking of phenomena is neglected.

By being in a conflicting situation, teachers increase the power of their personal choice
among different mental concepts in the process of thinking, and by changing the type of
conceptualizations, they assume the meaningful quality of educational phenomena.
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Table 1. Concepts extracted from the theme of metacognition
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Table 2: Concepts extracted from the theme of educational self-motivation
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Table 3: Concepts extracted from the theme of self-narrative
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Table 4: Concepts extracted from the theme of problem-oriented
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Table 5: Concepts extracted from the theme of educational self-actualization
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Table 6: Concepts extracted from the theme of abstract structuring
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Table 7: Concepts extracted from the theme of mindfulness
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Table 8: Concepts extracted from the theme of educational self-determination
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Table 9: Concepts extracted from the theme of attitude development
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Figure 1: The relationship between the components of a reflective teacher
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Figure 2: Relationship between reflective teacher components and curriculum
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