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Abstract

The concept of Transformational Creativity, introduced by Sternberg (2021) and Sternberg and
Karami (2024), has recently attracted considerable attention as an innovative approach in
education. This theory encompasses four components—self-transformational creativity, other-
transformational creativity, transformational creativity, and quasi-transformational creativity—and
provides a framework for evaluating educational content. The present study aimed to analyze the
supplementary Persian and Writing textbooks of lower secondary education, specifically designed
for gifted students (grades seven to nine), based on these components. The research employed a
qualitative descriptive content analysis method. The statistical population consisted of three
supplementary textbooks purposefully selected. Data collection was conducted using a structured
checklist developed in line with Sternberg and Karami’s theoretical framework. Findings revealed
that out of 378 identified cases, the eighth-grade textbook had the highest frequency with 183 cases
(41.48%), in which self-transformational creativity accounted for 95 cases (51.91%). The ninth-
grade textbook ranked second with 125 cases (33.07%), including 65 cases (52%) of self-
transformational creativity. The seventh-grade textbook recorded the lowest frequency with 70
cases (18.52%), where the focus was mainly on self-transformational creativity with 39 cases
(55.71%). Results indicated that the textbooks predominantly emphasize individual and
intrapersonal aspects of creativity, while social, ethical, and interpersonal dimensions receive
limited attention. Moreover, the distribution of components across different grades lacks
conceptual coherence and logical progression. Therefore, a revision of the educational content
design and a stronger emphasis on the social and value-oriented dimensions of transformational
creativity are deemed necessary.

Keywords: Sternberg’s Transformational Creativity Theory; (Self-Transformational Creativity,
Other-Transformational Creativity, Fully Transformational Creativity, pseudo-Transformational
Creativity); Content Analysis; Supplementary Persian Language and Writing Textbooks; Gifted
Students

2476-3608 © University of Isfahan

EY NC ND
This is an open access article under the CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses BY-NC-ND 4.0)
d 10.22108/NEA.2026.146840.
2165



https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3608
https://creativecommons.org/licenses%20BY-NC-ND%204.0
file:///D:/work/اصفهان/1405/6-%20shahrivar/رویکردی%202165/10.22108/NEA.2026.146840.2165
file:///D:/work/اصفهان/1405/6-%20shahrivar/رویکردی%202165/10.22108/NEA.2026.146840.2165
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3608
https://nea.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
mailto:Br.mtmdi@edu.ui.ac.ir
mailto:f.nazem@edu.ui.ac.ir
mailto:a.abedi@edu.ui.ac.ir
?

70 New Educational Approaches, Vol. 21, Issue 2, No.44, 2026

Introduction

Creativity is considered one of the fundamental competencies is the 21st century and
essential for addressing complex and dynamic challenges across scientific, social, and
cultural contexts. Meanwhile, transformational creativity (Sternberg, 2021; Sternberg &
Karami, 2024) offers a new paradigm, extending beyond the creation of novel ideas to
emphasize ethical values, social outcomes, and sustainable improvement. According to this
theory, creativity is categorized into four levels: self-transformational, others-
transformational creativity, social transformational, and pseudo-transformational creativity.
In the educational system, supplementary textbooks serve not only as carriers of
knowledge but also as tools for fostering cognitive, ethical, and creative growth. This role
is particularly significant in gifted schools, where students have greater potential to
influence society and generate sustainable innovation. Considering the critical role of
supplementary Persian language and writing textbooks in cultivating creative thinking, this
study analyzes their content in grades 7, 8, and 9 of lower secondary gifted schools, using
the framework of Transformational creativity to evaluate how effectively these resources
support deep and value-oriented creativity.

Method

This applied research employed a qualitative—descriptive content analysis. The population
consisted of all supplementary Persian and writing textbooks for grades 7-9 in gifted
schools. These three textbooks were purposively selected and fully analyzed through a
structured checklist developed according to Sternberg and Karami’s Transformational
creativity framework, with the unit of analysis being the paragraph. All textual passages,
exercises, and activities were coded systematically based on four categories: (a) self-
transformational creativity (active learning, individual creative thinking, cognitive
flexibility, resilience and learning from failure, self-knowledge and purposefulness); (b)
others-transformational creativity (empowering others, inspiring others, interpersonal
feedback, transformational leadership, cognitive influence and attitudinal transformation);
(c) social transformational creativity (social commitment, social influence, justice
orientation and egalitarianism, social responsibility, conflict management and peaceful
coexistence) and (d) pseudo-transformational creativity (creative representation,
opportunistic individualism, intellectual authoritarianism, deconstruction of ideas, self-
serving collaboration).

Findings

Results identified 378 instances of Transformational creativity across the three textbooks.
In grade 7, 70 cases (18.52%) were recorded, with the majority related to self-
transformational creativity (39 cases; 55.71%), followed by others-transformational
creativity (16; 22.86%), social transformational (9; 12.86%), and pseudo-transformational
(6; 8.57%). This reflects a strong emphasis on individual development with limited
attention to social or ethical aspects. In grade 8, 183 cases (48.41%) were identified, again,
dominated by self-transformational creativity (95; 51.91%), while social transformational
accounted for 43 cases (23.50%), others-transformational creativity for 30 cases (16.39%),
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and pseudo-transformational for 15 cases (8.20%). Compared to grade 7, grade 8 displayed
greater diversity and stronger representation of collective aspects. In grade 9, 125 cases
(33.07%) were found, with self-transformational creativity accounted for 65 cases (52%),
while others-transformational creativity and social transformational categories appeared 24
times each (19.20%), and pseudo-transformational accounted for 12 cases (9.60%).
Compared to grade 8, attention to social aspects declined, again, suggesting a return to
individual-centered  patterns.  Overall, findings demonstrated that although
Transformational creativity is present, the textbooks emphasize self-transformational
aspects disproportionately, with weaker representation of social, ethical, and interpersonal
elements and little conceptual coherence across grades.

Conclusion

Findings indicated that supplementary Persian and writing textbooks in gifted lower
secondary schools have the potential to promote Transformational creativity but do not
fully realize this. The emphasis is largely on individual dimensions (such as active learning
and individual creative thinking), while social responsibility, justice orientation and
egalitarianism, and broader interpersonal influence receive less attention. This situation
may cause students who are innovative on an individual level but lack responsibility and
transformational influence in society. Revising the textbooks is therefore essential—
especially by strengthening components such as social commitment, conflict management
and peaceful coexistence, others-transformational creativity (e.g., transformational
leadership), and social responsibility—to achieve a better balance between individual and
collective creativity. Furthermore, ensuring conceptual coherence and progression of
creativity dimensions across grades would provide a more consistent developmental path.
It is recommended that curriculum designers and textbook authors in gifted schools, guided
by Sternberg’s framework, design materials that not only encourage idea generation but
also enable students to transform ideas into meaningful, sustainable, and socially valuable
actions. Such revisions would represent a crucial step toward fostering a generation of
creative, responsible, and transformational individuals capable of addressing global
challenges and contributing to sustainable societal development.
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active learning

individual creative thinking
cognitive flexibility

resilience and learning from failure
self-knowledge and purposefulness
empowering others
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2 transformational leadership

8 cognitive influence and attitudinal transformation
social commitment

social influence

justice orientation and egalitarianism

social responsibility

. conflict management and peaceful coexistence
creative representation

10 opportunistic individualism

" intellectual authoritarianism

12 deconstruction of ideas

13 self-serving collaboration
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Table 1: Frequency distribution of transformational creativity components and their dimensions in the seventh
grade Persian language and supplementary writing textbooks
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Figure 1: Distribution of transformational creativity components and their dimensions in seventh grade
Persian language and supplementary writing textbooks
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Table 2: Frequency distribution of transformational creativity components and their dimensions in the eighth
grade Persian language and supplementary writing textbooks
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Figure 2: Distribution of transformational creativity components and their dimensions in eighth grade
Persian language and supplementary writing textbooks
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Table 1: Frequency distribution of transformational creativity components and their dimensions in the ninth
grade Persian language and supplementary writing textbooks
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Figure 3: Distribution of transformational creativity components and their dimensions in ninth grade Persian
language and supplementary writing textbooks
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Table 4: Frequency distribution of transformational creativity components in seventh, eighth, and ninth grade
Persian language and complementary writing textbooks
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Figure 4: Frequency distribution of transformational creativity components in seventh, eighth, and ninth
grade Persian language and supplementary writing textbooks
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Table 5: Frequency distribution of transformational creativity components and their dimensions in seventh,
eighth, and ninth grade Persian language and supplementary writing textbooks
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Figure 5: Distribution of transformational creativity components and their dimensions in seventh, eighth, and
ninth grade Persian language and supplementary writing textbooks
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